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| A Short Catechiſm, &c. 
admitted into the aftual polſeſiis. 
on _ this privilege in my Infart- 
EF 
WP thence de you conclude that right 
before you were bore > 

A. From Gods Covenant with 
my. forefathers, ever ſince any of 
them became Chriſtiaps, derived 
to me through the foynes of my 


next Parents. 


Q. 1s there then ſuch a Covenant ? 
_ = beve you for it 
Q. What Scriptare it 
- [As Gen. 17. 7. et 
Covenant betngcen me aud nd 
ſeed after thee in their 
be a Cod to thee, anda Fel ber 
[ 
PM this Covenant was made wy 
Abraham and bis ſeed ; bow 


then to belong to you, who are not by 
feed ? 


the graceof | 
46d by an trough Chl > us, 


unto the Gentiles, who ( 
him )are made pleted mnt | 
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areall born :ſQuldiers. of Chriſt, co 
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immediate ſervice of God. 
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A Short Catechiſne, &c. 
pron ary I; and 


Nl barl but I ieckgh bleſs God 
re precious #ſe which I 
make, and adventager which Tre- 
ectye, from the defation oftny 
2s it was thenadminiſtred 
tome, when Ikacw not what was gf * 
dotic ro rhe, or what God required 
of me; & thole over &.above. what 
ever -adminiftred at riper. [| 
yextscoul& have yielded me. | 
FA on are 4 Uſes wbichyou | : 


ff RT matte of feis f 
that I driw from thence a__ 
ments and encouragements to 2 
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iteo that wherein NS is 
Infant-age Z 
Q. What doth Baptiſm fignifle? 


blond, and fandification of nature 
from his Spirie 3 which bloud and: 
Spirit are both repreſented by the 
water ins Bapti/ne. 

Q. hat convidtions cer you draw 
from hence when you ſee « little Infant 
Baptized, or comſudey that on your ſelf - 
were Kaptized ax Infant £ 

4. Tam hereby convinced, what 
T and everyone are by nature. 
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#hat ervinceth you heteof ? 
A. Peaſe | ſee” thergin? ;thorthe 
- vouiſpeſt | Infier hilt need-of 
' the bl6ud of Chyilt; forthe pars 
don and purging » wy of hisfin 
 inuniſication; and the Spirit'of 
-* Chyilt for the renewing of his 
. Chet; and ciranſjug hin from! 
F "fin by- ſanQification'z becatiſe' 
* theye "is no /heed of ' waſhitig 
| where there isootaits, or filih 
' tobe waſhed away. 

Q# hat farther doth fr con vince . 
of? 

A. That there is free" ardowin the! 
blond" of Chit" beld> forth ro 
thoſe that have no werthyneſs: 

" at'a'l'of their own to plead for 
it > ſeeing -hereby,'l ſee in the 
' water of Bapriſn; the bioud of 
Chriſt is extended to: Infants 7 
"that cannot ſo mich asdefire We 

Q- # hat doth it Jarther con vinee* 
youof? © 14 C018 

A. It convinceth 'me; whithes I 
niaſt £8 for grate to reneve-fty , 
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| that makesanew heart, woes 
faith 2nd repentance 7 Which 
- promiſes Spock, fo properl the 
lid foe 6 end by.B.p pope 
ears 3 (cel 
alpine of all ſuch in order 
thereunt0O. 

Q. # hat other ATW draw, y0 
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miliapon, of arr 47.00 
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him thus lo oh bark | 
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yenanit;, which was then ſtricken 
between God and me,! when I 
could not ( but by his gracious ac- 
ceptance ) be any wayes capable 
of ſuch a mercy. 

Q. How then comes that Govenant 
to bind you, mho were, it ſcemes, at 
that time, not conjenting thereun- 
to? 

A. Becauſe it was, for my bege« 
fir, by «ty Parents, ( or Suretiesin 
their ſtead ) entered into in- my 
{. name. Even as when a Father pur- 

chaſeth a Copy-hold, or other E- 
ſtate iti a Childes name, the Child 
who is thereby entituled to the 
benefit, is bound alſo to the con- 
dirions contained in'the deed or 
conveighance. 

Q. hat other uſes do you make of 
| your Tnfant-Baptiſns ? | 

A. [am thereby warned to take 
heed of renouncing that God,who 
isa ſworti friend to me, as [ama 
{worn ſervant to him from the ve- 

[xy Cradle 7 and giving my = 
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fin, to which I have been ſolong = 
ſworn enemy. | 

Q. Have you yet «ny farther uſe to 
wake of it? 

A. T1 Ek 

Q. # hat is it? 

A. The gathering to my ſelf a 

articular a/;rance of Gods ſpeciall 
fore to my ſoul, in the pardon of 
my linnes, and ſpeciall arguments to 
depend upon God for all other 
mercies. 
How gather you aſſurance of the 
pardon of ſons from thence? 

A. Pecauſe, as Baptiſm in its 
own nature, ſcaleth the pardon of 
ſiosto the perſon receiving it , ſo 
Infant.Baptiſm ip a ſpeciall man+ 
yer encourageth me to believe it, 
by ſtrengthening me againſt ſome 
of the greateſt diſcouragements. 

Q. What are thoſe CiGonrage. 
ments ? 

A. Greatneſſle of ſin, and perſq- 
nz!] unworthineſs, 


Q. How doyou by Infant-Bogtiſan, 
THCOMN 
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inconrage your ſelf to believe the par- 
don of your ſins, notwithſtanding the 
greatneſs of them? 

A. Bccaufe God in my Infants 
Baptiſm ſcaled pardon of fins to 
me, before they were committed, 
upon condition of repentance, 
though he foreſaw all their aggra- 
vations, which woyld render them 
exceeding ſurrful, 

, How do you thereby encourage” 
your ſelf againſt the d;ſcouragement of 
rſonal unworthineſle? 

A. By conſidering that when 
God ſealed' that pardon to mein 
the-water of Baptiſm, I was not' 
capable of any thing, that might, 
in the greateſt charity, be accoun- 
ted the leaſt degree of worthineſs : 
and therefore ſecing | cannot poſ« 
ſibly, be more utterly void of per- 
ſonal worth now, than I was at 
that time of adminiſtration, Ilen- 
courage my ſelfto _ that Co-. 
venant of pardon though The un- 
worthy, 'which when os every 

B 2 jot 
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jot as unworthy, was by Gods gra- 
cious att ſealed to me. 

&.. In what particulars doth In- 
fant-baptiſmr ſtrengthen yourdepen- 
dance on God, 

4. Tn all things necelſlary to life 
and godlineſs, that [ ſhall at any 
time ſtind in need of. 

Q. How ſo f 

' A. Becauſe Baptiſm gave me 
admiſſion intro Gods family 
from an Infant, and made the 
Lord my God in Covenant from 
my mo: hers breaſts, 

Q. What do you conclude from 
thence. . 

A. That God wi:l not forget his 
ancient loving kindeneſſes; but will 
be the ſame G-1d even to 0ld- age, 
that he engaged himſelf to be in 
my tender years, and will not caſt 
off one that hath been his houſ- 
hold-ſervant from a child. | 

Q. Tow Fe ſhewn me what ales 

can make of Infant- Baptiſm: what 
—— Ann baths it, even 

from 
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fromin =o and childbood? 
A. Many, and many waics. 
Q. Name ſome of them f | 
A. The gr. at advantage of all is 


this : That] w:s thereby, fram4 
child, admitted folemuly as a 


vilible * member into Chrilts 
Church. 


. And wherein were you pr.vile- 
Fe Yer | 


A. Firſt, in that, being actually 
admitted into Chrilts fuld, I have 
had(from a child) a legal right io 
his word and the wmitructions 
thereof, wherewith'he feeds his 
Lambs according totheir capaci- 


ty, as well as greater {heep, Kom. 
«2 


3.2. 
Q. Wherein elſe? 


A. Secondly, in that I was there- 


by committed to the ſpecial care 
ot his Paſtors, the Miailtersof the 


Church, and had right to expect 


the benefit of their labours,which 
in ſome fort, I have found. 
Q. #herein farther? 
B 3 A. Thirdly, 
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A. Thirdly,in that I was thereby 
jotituled ro all the prayers of the 
whole Church of Chriſt upon 
earth, which ſhe powreth out for 
her own members in ſpecial. 

Q. IVherein beſides £ 

A. Fourthly, in that T have been, 
and am one uf thoſe to whom the 
promiſes &f converſion 'by Qrdi- 
nances, and all the promiſes of the 
frſt grace are peculiarly made; 
ſceing all promiſes of that kinde 
are made to the viſible - Charch, 
and its members only, Jer, 34. 33. 
' Q. #herein laſtly? 

A, In that was by Infant bap- 
tiſm committed to the whole 
Church as my Guardians,to watch 
over me, and care for me, that [ 
want nothing neceſſary for life or 
godlineſſe. 

Q. Have you yet any farther ad- 
vantages from Jnfant-baptiſm-? 

' A. Yes, I have enjoyed-many 
temporal] mercies, and gracious 
providences, by vertyeof the Co» 

yenant 


A Short Catechiſts, &c. 
venant ſcaled ro me by God in my 
infancy z which ( ſecing all tavours 
from God to perſons in Covetiant, 
flow from that Covenanrt,) Ilook 
u-70n as Covenant- mercies, and 
bleſte God for them accordingly. 

Q- Ton have fhewn me what uſes, 
and advantages Irfant-baptiſm af= 
fords you in relation to your Gwn 
perſon; Ir it not uſeful alſo in relati« 
on to communion with others? 

A. Yes ina very large meaſure. 

Q. As how? 

4.It mightily furthers the duties 

Re'ation to others; and is a con- 

derable improvement of the mitmber 
of the vifeble Charch, | 

Q. #hatduties of Relation doth 
i further ? 

A. Duties of Family-relation 
and Charch-communiown. 

Q. How doth it —_ the duties 
of family relation 

A. Becauſe it quickens children, 
and parents, to certain mutual du- 


ties. 
B 4 Q. #hat 
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Q. #hat duty doth it quicken you 
toasa child ? | 

A. AsTam a child, I am thereby 
ſtirred up to obey thoſe parents, im the 
Lord, and for the Lords ſake, who 
took care to dedicate me foleinn- 
ly tothe Lord, and enter me into 
the Lords family. ſo ſoon as | was 
born into theirs. 

Q. But if hereafter you your ſelf 
become 4 parent to children of your 
own, what duty would the conſidera! ion 
of your Infant. baptiſm quicken you to, 
«5 4 Parent? 

A. \feyerI become a parent to 
children, the conſideration of 
mine own Baptiſm in infancy,and 
_ the benefirs thereof, will pre vail 
with me to do for my children, 
whar (through Gods mercy ) my 
parents did for me ; to wit, ta 
preſent them to Baptiſm alſo, in 
their infancy, and thereby to en- 
ter them ſolemnly into his family, 
to which I my ſelf belong. 

Q. And when you have ſo _— 
them 


i wa ,uwuP-c Aa 


| winiſtred to bus Infant- 
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thew to Baptiſm, ir there any farther 
ule wh;ch panty or p ye 


rent way make of the Renton [7 


A. Yes, very much, : 9 
Q. Shew.me wherein 2 a 
A., Firſh, a parent that hath pre- 
ſented his children to Baptiſm, is 
ſolemnly engaped in the preſence 
of God, and his Church, rotrain 
up his children to Goda holy wor- 
ſhip and. fervice, according tothe 


| principles of Chriſtian Religion) 


Q. #bereiz elſe F. | 

A.. Secondly, (ſuch a: paretit may 
plead for ſpiritual graces ahd'tem+ 
poral mercys for his children, witli 
a greateralſurance of faith, ſeeing 
he can-plead a perſonal, Covenant 
ſcaled from God to them, whict> 


| comprehends all theſe mercies,  .- 


Q. Wherein thirdly # |. 

' A. lo that (as every godly pa» 

rent may and muſt.cagglude come; 
fortably concerning the ſalvation 


of his children, if they dye before: 
they 


| b 
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ſhew, by the fruits of af uh. 
y converſation, that t 
ave forteired their intereſt in that 


Covenant which God aecepred þ | 


them into in their infancy -- 1o) if 
ſuch children wert bzprized, he is 
bound to believe it the more 
Rronely, , becaufe of the ſtrengrh 
Gods ſeal 1 addes to his C04 
verinr, | 
"Qs But bath bt Anabs ptiſt Pa- 
refitvo ground to oelieve the falvati- 
oa of his child dying in infancy? '. 
4. According to his doqrine, 
he hath vo more ground than he 
hattto believe the falvation ofan 
= _ 
How that appear £ 
MF. Becaufe iris Gods Covenant 
of- -grace and that alofie, which 
brings ſalvation to any : and there- 
fore we can have no hopes concer- 
_— ſalvation of any whom 
lieve not to be within that 
Covenant, Fpheſ. 2.1 2.Now the A- 
vabapriſts allow their children no 


more 


' 


hey | | 
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mote intereſt in the Covenant of 
vrati tang xchldebs have. 
t if a Chriſtian gedrrs 
b A Ahn, hn ee ' 
Orphans , with what Y midy b 
dye ahd leave his rerncagton this 
rines 
A; He may with more Cane 
dye, and leave them fa th ofa 


ed to bem: 
by God, x# wcr iinrentall, Bop 
- | to JeſasChri ;than if he lefe 


# deeds and conveſy bances of ever 


ſo great value, hr = 
Srgtal eſtatez' or dif Ko 
to. the richeſt es in the | 


world. | 
| on have jh twdl #4 bow | waht 


ba at Yhe dat ies 1 

es me hind it furthers oi 
duties of Church-commugion 
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ered, promote Cha W 
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. bers, and hold A empaas yu w_ , 
as the w. and appear hit |c 
'for it, as with. Ch COIEIOS © 
till they be caſt out for any offen 
deſery that cenſure. 
| | it 15 aſtrong obligation ſth 
wide the whole Chur . 2 look ro jth 
the education of ſuch baptized lits ſi 
tle ones, as thoſe whore fellows 
members with themſelves, in caſe 
their Parents, or others intruſted |»i 
with them, ſhould neglet it. 
Q. What ſay g concerning the 
improyement of the number of |th 
the vitble Church, by oe. In 
Fiſm - | be 


cauſe to blelle Gad = eſervi 
be oypaverd profeſſion : Chriſti, a 
, over all. the world, by the fe: 
pra ice of Iafant-bapriſm, ſee ccing $0 
iflions of perſons are hereby en- 
to God,:(at leaſt viſibly) in Þe: 
lefin Covenant, who would: th 
hardly haye been perſwaded to W 
=P themſelves to him fo far, i yin pr 
caſe 
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thicaſe they had been left tothe 
fit choice of their own hearts till 
rs, [years ot diſcretion : and many pa- 
nts by preſenting their children 
thereunto, are engaged to train 
on [them up ia the Religion wherein 
ro|they are baptized, and look upoa- 
it» ſitas a matter of conſcience ſo to 
do, upon that account. 
Q. » hat ſay you therefore concer- 
ed |ning your own Infant- baptiſm wpox 
the confederation of the whole matter 
the} 4. | fay, that I humbly bleſſe 
f [the Lord who hath been my God 
in Covenant from my mothers 
Ily: and do reſolve, by the a+ 
ſtance of his grace, to improve 
yearly relation to him, and the 
acrament in which it was then 
ed up unto me, to thoſe holy, 


ſes before mentioned*;* and 
ead my life after the tenour of 
hat holy and folema obligation, 
hich obligation I do, in the 
reſence of God, and his people, 
at 


nd comfortable intents and pur- . 
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at this time, ſerioully own, and 
take upon me, by mine own per- 
ſonal conſeat to what was then' 
done on my behalf, by others. | 
And to help me herein, I defire 
. the benefit of all the Lords peoples 
prayers. 


| 


FINIS. 


1 


| SHESSS-A4:S6 


He Reverend Author hath 
written ex this ſubjet# a large 
Book called the Praftical uſe of 
Baptiſm. 
And fince hath added a ſecond 


| part, wherein many Doubts are clear« 


ed, and many Heads inlarged, that 
the Reader may more profitably ins- 
ejoay this weighty Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm. 


PPS ÞS: PPP:PÞ 


—], 


: 2JTh: &f 
24495: Ut 


BED 
READER. 


Tis a ſpecial rom- 
mendation of any 
Theological b. 
Frine 5 and one 
very good wey of 

vindicating it from the preju- 

dices andl exceptions of thoſe 
that reject it, to diſcover the 
excellent » ſer which may be 
made of it, and clearly to deduce 
ſuch whol [ſome prafiical infſe- 
rences 41 do naturally lie couch- 


od tn it. Our Saviouw bay 


taught 


To the Reader. 
taught us to judge of the Tree by 
the fruits, for no man gathers 
grapes of rhornes, or a of 
thiltles. The Reverend Au- 
thor of this little Catechiſm, 
bath therein given an expert- 
meat bercof,and as be hath elſe- 


' where defended the doftrine, ſo 


doth be bere by Arguments a 
poſteriori, drawn from the holy 


«ud comfortable fruits and ef- 


fjebbs thereof, endeavonr tore- 


comcile it to the Judgement of dif= 


ſenters. A courſe which I wiſb 
be had as much leaſure,es abili- 
ties to nudertake in ſevre ather 
profound and abſtruſe Contro- 
verkes, wherein the txnab is of- 
tes by tender palats rejebled,up- 
ay pretence of inwidious Conſe- 


quences ff 


| 


, 


' and obſtruftive to the power of 


one the divided judgments and 


7 


6 


To the Reader. 
nces atiending it, as if it were 
injurious to the praGliſe of piety, 


continually in bis Church men of 
healing ſpirits , who by their 
meek , learned and prudent en- 
deawours, may through Gods 
bleſſing thereupon, gather into 


afſeTions, of as many as love 


the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity. 
Thine in the Lord, 


Fd. Reynolds. 
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